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and, without regarding the authority of the magistrate, fell upon those who
were endeavouring to force her away. So that Claudius, fearing the violence,
quitted Virginia, and fled for refuge under the feet of the decemvir. Appius,
seeing all the people in a rage, was at first greatly disordered, and in douht
for a considerable time what measures to take; then calling Claudius to the
tribunal, and speaking a few words to him, as it seemed, he made a sign for
the audience to be silent, and said: " Since I find you are exasperated at the
sentence I have pronounced, citizens, I shall waive the exactness of that part
of it which relates to the giving sureties by Claudius for the appearance of
Virginia; and, in order to gratify you, I have prevailed upon my client to
consent that the relations of the virgin shall bail her till the arrival of her
father. Take away the virgin, therefore, Numitorius, and acknowledge your-
sei* bound for her appearance to-morrow. For this time is sufficient for you
both to give Virginius notice to-day, and to bring him hither in three or four
hours from the camp to-morrow." And they desiring further time, he gave
no answer, but rose up, and ordered his seat to be taken away.
H'e left the Forum full of anguish, distracted with love, and determined
not to relinquish the virgin any more to her relations; but when she was
produced by her surety, to take her away by force; to place a stronger guard
about his person, in order to prevent any violence from the multitude, and
early to post a great number of his friends and clients round the tribunal.
That he might execute this resolution with a show of justice under the pre-
tence of the non-appearance of the father, he sent some horsemen, whom he
chiefly confided in, to the camp with letters fcr Antonius, who commanded
the legion in which Virginius served, to desire he would detain the man in
safe custody, lest, when ne was informed of the situation of his daughter, he
might escape out of the camp. But his design was prevented by the son of
Numitorius, and the brother of Icilius, who being sent away by the rest
of her relations upon the first motion of this affair, as they were young, and
full of spirit, rode full speed; and, arriving at the camp before the men sent
by Appius, informed Virginius of everything which had passed; who, going
to Antonius, and concealing the true cause of his request, pretended that he
had received an account of the death of some near relation, whose funeral
and burial he was obliged by the law to perform; and, by that means ob-
tained his dismission; and, setting out in the evening with the youths, he
took a byroad for fear of being pursued both from the camp, and the city;
which really happened; for Antonius, having received the letters about
the first watch, detached a partyjof horse after him, and others, sent from the
city, patrolled all night in the road that led from the camp to Rome. When
Appius was informed of the unexpected arrival of Virginius, he was in a
fury; and, going to the tribunal with a great number of attendants, ordered
the relations of Virginia to appear. When they were come, Claudius re-
peated what he had said before, and desired Appius to decide the contest
without delay, saying that both his informer and his witnesses were present,
and that he was ready to deliver up the slave herself to be examined. He
ended all with a feigned lamentation, grounded on a supposed fear of not
obtaining the same justice with others, as he had said before, because he was
his client; and also with desiring that Appius would not relieve those whose
complaints were the most affecting, but whose demands were the most
equitable.
On the other side, the father of the virgin, and the rest of her relations,
brought many just and well-grounded proofs to show the child could not
have been supposed; alleging that the sister of Numitorius, and wife of Vir-